
 

 

September 14, 2020 

ASBMB denounces statements made by Assistant Secretary Michael Caputo  

The following is a statement from Benjamin Corb, public affairs director for the American Society for 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology: 
 
͞�ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�,ƵŵĂŶ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�WƵďůŝĐ��ĨĨĂŝƌƐ�DŝĐŚĂĞů��ĂƉƵƚŽ�
should immediately rescind the baseless accusations he made against federal scientists this weekend in 
a Facebook video. 

  

It is inexcusable for a top government official to claim that government scientists are allowing the 
COVID-ϭϵ�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ŚƵƌƚ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ��ŽŶĂůĚ�dƌƵŵƉ͛Ɛ�ƌĞĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ͘ 

  

For far too long, the Trump administration has attacked scientists, doctors and public health officials, 
ĞƌŽĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͛Ɛ�ƚƌƵƐƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŝŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƚŝƌĞůĞƐƐůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ƚŽ�
protect the American people and put an end to the pandemic.  

  

Science, much like the SARS-COV-Ϯ�ǀŝƌƵƐ͕�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�tŚŝƚĞ�,ŽƵƐĞ͘��/ƚ�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƌĞĚ�
ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�Žƌ�ďůƵĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ŶĞǁƐ�Žƌ�ĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ĐǇĐůĞƐ͘�Science is not partisan; science is 
based on facts, logic and reproducibility.  

  

If the Trump administration had devoted time and energy to attacking the virus instead of attacking 
ƐĐŝĞŶƚŝƐƚƐ͕�ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ůŽƐƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘͟ 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/14/us/caputo-virus.html

