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RE: RFI on Federal Priorities for Information Integrity Research and Development 

The American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology is an international nonprofit scientific 

and educational organization that represents more than 12,000 students, researchers, educators and 

industry professionals. The ASBMB strongly advocates for strengthening the science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics (STEM) workforce, supporting sustainable funding for the American 

research enterprise, and ensuring diversity, equity and inclusion in STEM.  

ASBMB members receive funding from federal agencies to conduct their scientific research. The three 

federal agencies that fund most ASBMB members are the National Institutes of Health, the National 

Science Foundation and the Department of Energy. It’s through this lens of representing researchers 

funded by these agencies that the ASBMB provides the below recommendations to improve the U.S. 

Global Change Research Program’s 2022–2031 strategic plan. 

USGCRP’s draft strategic plan contains the correct strategic pillars needed to address climate and global 

changes and to improve federal agency coordination. In particular, the ASBMB supports the following 

outlined in the draft strategic plan: 

1. Commitment to “open science, timely data access and advanced online search capabilities” 
2. Incorporating transdisciplinary research approaches 
3. Efforts to increase understanding of community-level needs, impacts and responses as it relates 

to climate and global chance risks 
4. 

https://www.globalchange.gov/
https://www.globalchange.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7110891/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7110891/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8182890/


 

 

USGCRP’s strategic plan must include the creation of a research infrastructure network that will align 

federal agencies’ responses to emerging infectious diseases. The ASBMB urges USGCRP to refer to the 

National Institute of Allergies and Infectious Disease’s Pandemic Preparedness Plan, the goals of which 

are to: 

1. Systematically characterize pathogens of concern and increase research and surveillance to 

identify threats before they emerge 

2. Shorten timelines between pathogen emergence or outbreak onset and authorization/approval of 

candidate diagnostics and medical countermeasures, such as therapeutics and vaccines 

3. Bridge or eliminate existing gaps in research, infrastructure and technology and expand clinical 

and clinical testing capacity. 

A research infrastructure network connecting all relevant federal agencies will need a set of shared goals 

if it is to ensure cooperation, information sharing and synergy. We recommend adoption of the NIAID 

Pandemic Preparedness Plan goals. Doing so will ensure a speedier response to emerging infectious 

diseases and will position the U.S. to better handle emerging threats. 

Recommendation 2: Apply the One Health approach to scientific research, including basic 

research. 

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/sites/default/files/pandemic-preparedness-plan.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/article/31/Supplement_3/ckab164.271/6405646
https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/index.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5454183/


https://nap.nationalacademies.org/read/4962/chapter/4
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/16/u-s-concern-about-climate-change-is-rising-but-mainly-among-democrats/
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1912436117
https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2022/02/15/americans-trust-in-scientists-other-groups-declines/
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/23674/communicating-science-effectively-a-research-agenda
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/press-release/covid-19-misinformation-is-ubiquitous-78-of-the-public-believes-or-is-unsure-about-at-least-one-false-statement-and-nearly-at-third-believe-at-least-four-of-eight-false-statements-tested/
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2020/nsf20052/nsf20052.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=2027836&HistoricalAwards=false

