
	
	
	

	

August 19, 2024  
   
Office of Science Policy  
The National Institutes of Health  
6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite 630  
Bethesda, MD 20892  
  
RE: National Institutes of Health Draft Public Access Policy  

The American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (ASBMB) is an international nonprofit 
scientific and educational organization that represents about 12,000 students, researchers, educators and 
industry professionals. The ASBMB strongly advocates for strengthening the science, technology, 
engineering and mathemat
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acquisition of copyrighted works and the consequences for ASBMB members and scientists whose work 
is appropriated and used, without a clear understanding on how these royalties would be redistributed. 

Under the compliance and enforcement section of the policy, the NIH should be more specific about 
who is considered a claimant. The NIH should also clarify what non-compliance means. The policy puts 
the responsibility of complying on institutions. The agency should state how the non-compliance of one 
author affects other authors at the same institution. The ASBMB recommends the addition of a section 
in the FAQs to elaborate on the consequences for individual investigators when and if another 
investigator at the same institution does not comply with the policy.   
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