
 

 

 
 
 
 

ASBMB STATEMENT ON NIH EFFORTS TO ADDRESS SEXUAL HARASSMENT IN 
SCIENCE 

 
 
Nationa l Inst i t ut e s of Heal t h Direc t or Franc i s S. Coll i ns releas e d a stat e me nt yest e r day maki ng it clear 
that the agenc y does not toler at e sexua l haras s me nt. Whil e the Amer i c a n Soci e t y for Bioche mi s t r y and 
Molec ul a r Biol ogy’ s Publ i c Affai r s Advi s or y Commi t t e e appr e c ia t e s the sent i me nt s expr e s s e d in the 
state me nt, NIH p oli c y change s are neede d to curb sexua l haras s me nt at grant e e insti t ut i ons.  
 
Our prima r y conce r n is that Colli ns ’ state me nt does not defi ne how the NIH will respond to viola t ions of 
sexua l harass me nt poli c ie s at insti t utions wher e NIH -funde d resea rc h is p erfor me d. The NIH and its 
grant ee inst it ut i ons must work toget he r to ensur e that the biome di c a l resea r c h enter pr is e promul ga t e s a 
cult ur e of safet y and respe c t.  
 
The science- fundi ng agenc y also launc he d what it call e d an “ant i -


